CHINA'S FIRST DYNASTY

The Shang dynasty emerged along the banks
of the Huang He around 1600 B.C. A dynasty
is a line of rulers from the same family. The
Shang developed many cultural behaviors
and beliefs that rulers would continue
throughout much of Chinese civilization.
They established an ordered society with

the king at the top, warlords coming next,
and farmers at the bottom. The farmers
helped advance agriculture in China and
grew crops such as millet, wheat, and rice.

The Shang also developed a system of
writing using about 3,000 characters. These
characters became the basis for modern
Chinese writing. They first appeared
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*‘question on a bone and then heated it.

on oracle bones, which are animal bones
used to consult the many gods the Shang
people worshipped. Priests carved a

They believed that the pattern of cracks
that resulted revealed the gods’ answer.

In addition to their gods, the Shang people
worshipped the spirits of their dead
ancestors. The Shang believed these spirits
influenced everything from the king’s health .
to farmers’ harvests. To keep the spirits
happy, priests conducted special ceremonies,
often using beautifully decorated bronze :
vessels. Shang craftspeople were among the
most skilled metalworkers at that time. They
also built elaborate tombs for the dead.

THE DYNASTIC CYCLE

In time, the Shang dynasty began to
weaken. Around 1045 B.c., the Zhou (joh)
overthrew the Shang and became China’s
longest ruling dynasty, lasting about 800
years. The rise of the Zhou also marked
the beginning of China’s classical period, a
time of great social and cultural advances
that lasted for about 2,000 years. The
Zhou adopted many of the Shang’s cultural
practices, including ancestor worship and
the use of oracle bones. However, the
Zhou also developed a concept, known as
the Mandate of Heaven, to be a guiding
force for rulers. They believed that a

king could rule only as long as the gods
believed.he was worthy. The mandate led
to a pattern in the rise and fall of dynasties
in China called the dynastic cycle.

During the first 200 years or so of their
rule, the Zhou established a strong central
government. However, during the last 500
years of the dynasty, the Zhou divided their
lands among local lords. Eventually the ruling
lords grew.too powerful and independent.
They fought among themselves and
disobeyed the Zhou kings. By 475 B.c., China
had descended into a time of constant war
called the Warring States period. In 256 B.C,,
the last Zhou king was finally overthrown.




The people believe
that the gods approve
of the new dynasty.

4
The people believe
that the gods no longer /
approve of the dynasty.
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1. READING CHECK What were 2. INTEGRATE VISUALS Based | 3. DRAW CONCLUSIONS How
some of the religious beliefs and on the diagram and what might the Mandate of
practices of the Shang people? you've read in the lesson, Heaven have helped the

what do you think happened Chinese people accept
after the Zhou dynasty fell? dynastic changes?

\ 6.6.1 Locate and describe the origins of Chinese civilization in the Huang-He Valley during the Shang Dynasty.




