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Daily Life in Han Times
The CLASSICAL Age
About 200 B.C.E. to 200 C.E.

Han Introduction: This was not the Golden Age of China, but life was very good for
many of the people because of the demand for Chinese silk and the creation of the major
trade route, the Silk Road. The Silk Road allowed trade to flourish more easily with the
Roman Empire. People bonded together into one civilization during Han times. They had
a common culture. Even in remote sections, district officials copied the manner of the

imperial court. Peasants built homes and plowed their fields in the same way all over
China.

Han Tombs: Writing tells us little about their daily life. Han tombs, however, tell us
quite a lot. The Hans buried clay models of their homes and belongings, in their tombs.
Models included details like little clay furniture and little bronze oil lamps.

The Arts & Sciences: So much was lost during the book burnings of the Qin Dynasty.
The Han people tried very hard to replace the literature that was lost during Qin times,
especially the works of Confucius. They created new works of literature and music.
Beautiful murals were painted on the walls of palaces. Scroll painting began. Craftsmen
made jade jewelry and carvings, gold ornaments and belt hooks, delicate paintings with
wire thin brush strokes. Iron was used for making plows and other cast iron objects.
Glazed pottery was brightly painted with lively hunting scenes, mountains, trees, clouds,
dragons, tigers, and bears. Their medicine was advanced. They invented acupuncture.
Their science was also advanced. During Han times, these ancient people invented paper.
They also invented an instrument that told them when an earthquake was happening,
somewhere in the Empire, so they could send troops and food to help.

Public Schools: One of the Han emperors (Emperor Wudi), around 100 C.E., agreed
with Confucius that education was the key to good government. He started a system of
public schools, for boys only, taught by Confucian teachers. The teachings of Confucius
were nationally honored. Schools were set up in each province. There was a major
school, called the Grand School, in the capital. In the beginning, only 50 students were
allowed to study at the Grand School. In less than 100 years, enrollment at the Grand
School was over 30,000 students.
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